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SHOPPING LIST FOR YOUR NEW BUNNY

House Supplies:

· Exercise pen or large enclosure
· Non-tip water bowl or heavy crock
· Food bowl – non-tip stainless steel or heavy crock
· Hay rack or large hay container
· Large plastic litter box
· Bunny safe litter such as Carefresh or Unscented Yesterday’s News (no cedar, pine, or clumping litter)
· Toys
· Fleece blanket, sheet, or pillow case
· Something for your bunny to rest/sleep under
· Pet carrier
Food:

· Timothy or alfalfa hay, depending on age
· Timothy or alfalfa pellets, depending on age
· Fresh vegetables
· Treats
Cleaning Supplies:

· White vinegar (diluted with water 4:1)
Grooming Supplies:

· Comb or brush
· Nail clippers
· Styptic Powder
Electrical Cord Protection for Bunny Proofing:

· PVC tubing or
· Aquarium tubing or
· Electrical cord wrap from Radio Shack or
· Hooks to fasten wire to wall above where bunny can reach
Living Arrangements
INDOOR EXERCISE PEN OR ENCLOSURE:  
A rabbit needs a minimum space of 4-6 times their size along with enough room to stand on their hind feet. The more space the better!
Why use an exercise pen and not a cage?

· Cheaper

· Easier to clean (can sweep floor and no wire bottoms to clean)

· Portable
· Easily reconfigured to include or exclude furniture, corners, and walls

· No wire flooring! Wire flooring is uncomfortable for your rabbit, can easily cause sores on their feet, and eventually may cause disfigured toes.


What needs to be in the exercise pen?
· Non-tip water bowl (heavy crocks work best) 

· Non-tip food bowl (stainless steel or heavy crock)

· Large plastic litter box w/ bunny safe litter such as Carefresh or Unscented Yesterday's News

· Please do not use cedar or pine shavings (they can cause liver damage that 
may eventually prove to be fatal).
· Please do not use clumping litter (once ingested, even if not intentionally ingested, this litter can cause impaction in the intestines).
· Willow Tent or Cardboard Box to hide or sleep under

· Bed (as long as they don't chew it)

· Toys

· Flooring (blanket, plastic carpet runners and blanket on top, low-pile rug, grassmats)
Be sure your rabbit isn't chewing and eating their blanket or carpet!

Additional items that are optional:

· hay rack

· tile (one or two square pieces of tile offers your bunny a cool place to lay)

Where should the enclosure be located?


Find someplace that is frequently visited. Avoid drafty or super-noisy areas. Rabbits are social animals and enjoy being talked to or receiving a quick pat on the head as you pass by.

Why should my rabbit live indoors?
The pleasures of being outdoors include fresh air, sunshine, as well as freedom to run, chew and dig.  However, outside in Arizona poses life-threatening dangers to your rabbit:
· Predators
Determined predators, like coyotes and hawks, can break into hutches; raccoons can open them.  Hutches or cages do not provide enough protection to make it safe to leave the rabbit outdoors 24 hours a day or unsupervised.  With their acute senses, a rabbit can sense the presence of a predator, even in your neighbor’s yard.  Also, just the presence of a predator can cause the rabbit to panic and injure themselves; rabbits can literally die of shock.
· Heat
Rabbits can easily overheat and die from heat stroke. Temperatures of 85 degrees or higher are too hot!

· Other Dangers
Poisonous plants, toxic pesticides or fertilizers, bacteria, exposure to weather, and diseases spread by insects.

NEVER LEAVE YOUR RABBIT ALONE FOR OUTSIDE PLAYTIME. THEY ALWAYS MUST BE SUPERVISED.
exercise
When your rabbit is litter boxed trained and when your house (or the part that your rabbit will have access to) has been sufficiently bunny-proofed, your rabbit can be allowed free run of the area. Give your rabbit as much exercise as you can. Try to let her/him out of their enclosure for at least three hours per day.

Daily exercise promotes mental and physical health.  Your rabbit is less likely to be depressed or to go “cage crazy.”  Their home enclosure will be viewed as a safe haven to return to after hours of playtime.  Rabbits can become frustrated if confined to their pens, resulting in behavior that can be mistaken for being aggressive.  Physically, rabbits benefit from exercise.  They are less likely to be overweight or to suffer from muscle atrophy.  Exercise helps rabbits maintain a healthy GI tract.

Rabbits need exercise daily! 

Cleaning

The safest cleaning solution is white vinegar diluted 4:1 with water.  Put the mixture in a spray bottle for ease of use in cleaning your rabbit’s house, the litter box, or the floor.   
Be aware that many other kinds of cleanser or disinfectant will be toxic for your rabbit.  However, you can soak plastic items in bleach if they need to be disinfected, as long as you rinse them thoroughly and let them air out well before returning the items to your bunny.

Litter Box
Change the litter box daily. The cleaner you keep the box and rabbit area, the more likely it will be that your bunny will use the litter box.  Spray the box with diluted vinegar and wipe clean.  Soak the litter box in the vinegar solution to get rid of stains.  

Water and Food Bowls

Fresh water every day is a must! Wipe water bowl with a paper towel and rinse out to remove hair and any other debris daily.  Water and food bowls should be cleaned with a mild dish soap and water periodically to avoid bacteria build-up

Flooring and Bedding

Sweep/mop floor and replace any soiled linens as needed (excessive hair, accidents, etc.).
Cleaning Tips

Some rabbits need their personal space (their pen) and can be territorial when it comes time for you to clean.  It is nothing personal.  It's just their way of saying, "This is my space so don't touch it!"  You may try to do the pen cleaning while your rabbit is having exercise time and is outside of the pen.

Rabbits can be very particular when it comes to their space and their things. When you have finished cleaning, do your best to put things back where they were.

Litter-Training

By nature, rabbits choose one or a few places (usually corners) to deposit their urine and most of their pills (poop). Urine training involves little more than putting a litter box where the rabbit chooses to go. Pill training requires only that you give them a place they know will not be invaded by others.  Here are some suggestions to help you train your rabbit to use the litter box.
Spay/Neuter: Once your rabbit is spayed or neutered, she/he will be more likely to use her/his litter box.

litter  OPTIONS:   Bunnies sometimes nibble on their litter, so it must be digestible.

Hay based litters and paper based litters work well.

· NO clumping litters.  They will clump in your bunny’s stomach and kill them. 

· NO wood litters. There are indications that cedar and pine shavings have detrimental effects on the liver.
· Bunny safe litters are Unscented Yesterday’s News or Carefresh.
litter box Cleaning: Keep the litter box clean using white vinegar diluted with water (4:1), and change the litter box daily.  The cleaner you keep the enclosure and litter box, the more likely it is that your rabbit will use the box. Lining the litter box with newspaper under the litter helps make cleaning easier. 

Your bunny’s house:  Use an enclosure large enough to contain a litter box (along with bunny's food and water bowls, toys, etc.) and still allow enough room for the rabbit to stretch out.  Place the box in the corner of the cage that she/he pees in.  Often times starting with multiple litter boxes helps with litter training. 

Pills (poop):  All rabbits will drop pills around their enclosure to mark it as their own. This is not failure to be litter-trained. It is very important for your rabbit to identify the enclosure as her/his property so that when she/he leaves the area for the bigger world of your house, she/he will distinguish the family's area from her own and avoid marking it.  To encourage this, make the rabbit the king of her/his enclosure.  Try not to force her/him in or out of it; coax them. Do not do things to her/his cage that she/he doesn't like while she/he is in it.
The running space:  Even if your goal is to let your rabbit have full run of the house, you must start small.  Start with the enclosure and a small running space, and when your rabbit is sufficiently well trained in that space, gradually give her/him more space.  But do so gradually!  If you give too much freedom before they are ready, they will forget where the litter box is and will lose their good habits.

The method:  Start with a litter box in the bunny house, as well as one or more boxes in the rabbit's running space. If she/he urinates in a corner of the enclosure not containing the box, move the box to that corner until she/he gets it right.  Don't be concerned if your bunny curls up in her/his litter box; this is natural.  Once she/he is using the box in their enclosure, open the door and allow extra space. Watch them go in and out on their own.  If she/he heads to a corner where there's no box or lifts up the tail in the characteristic fashion, cry "no" in a single, sharp burst of sound.  Gently herd her/him back to their enclosure and into one of the litter boxes.  Be careful, you don't want to make the enclosure or the litter box seem like punishment. Rabbits like to graze and poop at the same time so keeping hay in the litter box gets them to use it and to eat more hay. If a few poops end-up outside the litter box place them in the box.  A handful of hay in the box makes it a more welcoming place.  After she/he first uses the box, praise and give a favorite treat.  Once she/he uses the box in her room a couple of times, you're well on your way, as her/his habits will be on their way to forming.  As she /he gets better trained in her/his first room, you can increase the space.  Don't hurry this process, and if the area becomes very big, or includes a second floor, be sure to include more litter boxes so as not to confuse.  Remember, as she/he becomes more confident and uses fewer boxes, you can start to remove some of the early "training" boxes. 

Compromise: If your rabbit continually urinates in a spot where there is no litter box, put the box where she/he will use it, even if it means rearranging the enclosure or moving a table in the living room. It is much easier to oblige her/him than to try to work against a determined bunny!

Rabbit-Proofing Your House
Preventing rabbits from chewing on electrical cords is of utmost importance, since rabbits can be badly burned or electrocuted.  The consequences of biting into an electric wire are too severe to risk relying on training alone.  Instead, you must take action to move the cords safely out of reach.  Some ways of doing this follow.

· PVC tubing is the strongest material you can use to protect your wires.  It may take some effort to string the wires through the tubes unless you buy tubes with wide diameters. 

· Plastic tubing (similar to that used in fish tanks, or with "swamp coolers") from a hardware or aquarium store can be slit lengthwise with a blade and the wire can be tucked safely inside.  Bunnies can chew through this if they really want to, though.  A harder, black, pre-slit type of tubing is also available.
· Decorative wire-concealers that stick to the base of walls come in strips, corners, etc., so they can follow the shape of the wall. This is a more costly and time consuming method than the clear plastic tubing above, but is more permanent and rabbit proof, as well.
· Of course, wires can be run under or behind furniture or carpets in order to hide them.
· Keep remote controls out of your bunny’s reach. They love the buttons!
Most houseplants are toxic.  Putting them on high furniture may not keep a rabbit away.  Hang them from the ceiling if you have an active bunny, but watch for falling leaves.  If you are unsure which plants may be toxic, you should assume they are unless you know that you, yourself, can eat them RAW safely.

Rabbits chew to exercise their minds, not just their teeth. Providing lots of entertaining alternatives for your bun to chew on is the best deterrent for a destructive critter.  Spaying and neutering should also decrease this behavior.

Suggested Toys
· Paper bags and cardboard boxes for crawling inside, scratching, and chewing

· Cardboard concrete forms for burrowing

· Cardboard roll from paper towels or toilet paper

· Untreated wicker baskets or boxes full of shredded paper, junk mail, magazines, straw, or other organic materials for digging

· Cat toys:  Batta balls and other cat toys that roll or can be tossed

· Parrot toys that can be tossed, or hung from the top of the cage and chewed or hit

· Baby toys:  hard plastic (not teething) toys like rattles and keys, things that can be tossed

· "Cottontail Cottage" (cardboard box with ramps and windows) to climb in and chew on.  Also, kitty condos, tubes, tunnels, and trees

· Nudge and roll toys like large hard rubber balls, empty Quaker Oat boxes and small tins

· The Bunny Basics toys

· Toys with ramps and lookouts for climbing and viewing the world

· Untreated, washed, and baked pine cones
· Jungle gym type toys (made for kids)
· A small fleece blanket, pillow case or sheet for bunching and scooting

· Untreated wood, twigs and logs that have been aged for at least 3 months (apple tree branches can be eaten fresh off the tree. Stay away from cherry, peach, apricot, plum and redwood, which are all poisonous.

· Untreated sea grass or maize mats 

Feeding
An Adult Rabbit Should Be Eating:

· Unlimited Timothy Hay

· 1/8 – 1/4 cup of timothy pellets per day.

· One small treat per day.

· A small amount of fresh veggies. The salad should be about the size of your bunny’s head.

· Alfalfa hay and alfalfa pellets should not be given unless you have a bunny under six months old or an elderly rabbit having trouble maintaining her weight.

· Avoid all seeds, nuts, corn, onions, potatoes, and processed sugars.
A Rabbit Under 6 Months Should Be Eating:



· Unlimited Alfalfa Hay

· Unlimited Alfalfa pellets per day.

· A small amount of fresh veggies after 4 months old. The salad should be about the size of your bunny’s head.

· Avoid all seeds, nuts, corn, onions, potatoes, and processed sugars.

· Alfalfa sprouts

· Anise Hyssop

· Apple twigs, leaves, and fruit,       but not the seeds!

· Arugula

· Asparagus

· Banana

· Basil

· Beet Greens

· Bell Pepper, Sweet Green

· Bell Pepper, Sweet Red

· Blackberry fruit, stems, leaves

· Blueberry fruit

· Bok Choy

· Borage

· Calendula

· Carrot roots and tops

· Catnip/catmint

· Celery (cut into small pieces to avoid rabbits choking on strings)

· Chamomile

· Chicory

· Chrysanthemum

· Cilantro/coriander

· Clover 

· Collards

· Comfrey

· Cucumber peels

· Dandelion greens and flowers

· Daylily flowers

· Dianthus

· Dill

· Eggplant

· Endive

· English daisy

· Escarole

· Fennel

· Grape fruit, leaves, and vines

· Honeysuckle

· Jasmine

· Kale (use sparingly)
· Kolrabi

· Lemon balm

· Lemon grass

· Lettuce, green leaf

· Lettuce, red leaf

· Lettuce, romaine
· Lilac

· Lovage

· Mango

· Marigold

· Marjoram

· Melon

· Mint

· Mustard greens

· Nasturtium

· Okra

· Orange (no peel)

· Oregano

· Pansy

· Papaya

· Parsley

· Parsnip

· Peach

· Pear

· Pineapple

· Purslane

· Radicchio

· Radish tops

· Raspberry

· Rose

· Rosemary

· Sage/salvia

· Spinach (use sparingly)
· Squash fruit and flowers

· Sweet woodruff

· Swiss chard

· Tarragon, French

· Thyme

· Turnip tops

· Viola

· Violet

· Watercress

· Wheat Grass

Vegetables to Avoid

· Avocado

· Bamboo shoots  

· Beans, dried

· Beans, raw:  lima, kidney, soy

· Bracken Fern 

· Cabbage

· Cassava 

· Coffee beans and plant 

· Corn in any form  

· Grains 

· Lettuce, Iceberg 

· Millet  

· Nuts 

· Onions

· Peas, dried

· Potatoes, including peels 

· Rhubarb

· Sweet peas 

· Sweet Potatoes 

· Tea leaves  

· Whole seeds

Other Foods to Avoid
· Most house plants (toxic)

· Chocolate

· Refined sugars

· Yogurt drops
· Honey/Seed sticks

· ANYTHING MOLDY!

Notes:

· Try to serve a mix of three or more vegetables each day.

· Any food that is high in sugar, such as fruit, should be served as a treat only: one serving per day, no larger than your thumb.

· Flowers from the local nursery probably have pesticides on them.  Don’t serve them unless you know they’re organic.

· Most rabbits can handle vegetables that are high in calcium or oxalates, as long as the vegetables are served in moderation, and the bunny doesn’t have kidney or urinary tract problems.  If you have a healthy rabbit, do not hesitate to serve her wonderful vegetables such as kale in moderation.

· Any food that causes diarrhea should be removed from the diet immediately!

Safe Handling Techniques

Approaching A Rabbit: The safest initial approach with rabbits is to begin by stroking the top of the head.  Do not offer your hand for a bunny to sniff the way you would to a dog because rabbits cannot see directly in front of their noses. You might scare them, and they may bite. 

Lifting: Rabbits are prey animals and as such are frightened when lifted off the ground.  Therefore, it is recommended that you learn to interact with your rabbit on her or his level with your nose three inches from the ground.  Sit on the floor to read the paper in the morning or to watch the evening news; lie down on the ground to read; buy one of those collapsible chairs without legs that will allow you to sit on the floor in comfort.  In this manner, you can interact with your bunny without frightening or restraining her/him. This is a great way to get to know her/his personality and have fun with her/him. 

A rabbit’s spine makes up only 6% of her body weight.  It is extremely fragile, so great care must be taken when handling your new friend.  Can you see the natural “C” curve of her spine?  If she/he straightens out their back and kicks violently, she/he can break the spine and paralyze herself/himself, so be careful always to keep her/his spine curved.  Bunnies should NEVER be lifted by the ears or scruff of the neck.  Instead, cup her/his bottom with one hand, resting that arm along the length of her/his body.  Slide your other hand under the chest and scoop her/him towards your body, resting her/his feet against you and tucking her/his head under your chin.  Once her/his feet are settled, you can move the hand from under the chest to over the shoulders, with your index finger on one side of her/his neck and your thumb on the other.  This is a great way to control your bunny because you can keep her/him from jumping off without hurting her/him in any way.

Giving In: If your rabbit struggles violently, you might wish to squat down and release the rabbit rather than attempting to contain her/him.  Prevent her/him from jumping from heights because she might break her/his back.

Grooming

· Comb/brush your bunny at least once a week. Longhaired rabbits or rabbits that are shedding should be brushed more often.

· Trim nails every 6-8 weeks

· Check and/or clean scent glands every 6-8 weeks 

· Check ears, eyes, nose for any discharge

· Check teeth and gums

· Run your hands over your bunny’s entire body feeling for any lumps or bumps.

· Bunnies don’t need baths!  If your rabbit has a dirty bottom, spot clean by dripping water on the area and soaking until you can lift off the feces or use a damp cloth.  See your vet to determine the cause.

Veterinarians
Not all veterinarians are knowledgeable about rabbit care, so you should make an effort to find the right doctor for your bunny now, before she or he gets sick. Below is a list of local veterinarians who specialize in rabbits:
Dr. Donald Holmes 
Pecan Grove Veterinary Hospital 655 W. Warner Suite #111 Tempe, AZ 85284 (480)598-3669 

Dr. Kevin Wright
Arizona Exotic Animal Hospital, LLC 744 N. Center St. Mesa, Az. 85201 (480) 275-7017 

Dr. Brad Rosonke 
Hillside Animal Hospital 11495 N. 136th Street Scottsdale, AZ 85259 (480) 391-7297 

Dr. Richard Panzero 
River Animal Hospital 5615 East River Road Tucson, AZ 85750 (520) 577-3100 

Dr. Parva and Dr. Pamela Ford 
Arizona Animal Wellness Center 3317 South Higley Rd., Suite 101 Gilbert, AZ 85297 (480) 988-3660 

Tranquility Trail does not endorse any veterinarians or their practices.

Health Issues

· Skipping a meal can be the first sign of illness in your rabbit. Since rabbits are prey animals, they hide their illnesses. If she or he doesn’t eat for at least 12 hours, consult your vet.

· Sneezing, weepy eyes or nose, and lethargic behavior are other signs of ill health.  Consult your vet.

· If his or her poops start decreasing in size, lose their shape, or stop, consult your vet.  Diarrhea should be considered an emergency.
· Rabbit urine can vary in color from pale yellow to red.  If the rabbit is straining to urinate or produces a white, chalky urine, consult your vet.
What Is My Bunny Saying To Me: The Language of Lagomorphs
Licking: A definite sign of affection and trust. Rabbits clean each other (and sometimes you) as a sign of affection and friendship. 
Chinning: A rabbit’s chin has scent glands. They rub their chin on items to indicate that they belong to them. It is one way a bunny marks his/her territory (even you!). It can also be a sign of affection/ownership, "You belong to me".  
Bunny Hop/Dance: A sign of pure joy & happiness! Often called a Binky. Your rabbit will jump in the air, kick out their feet and shake their bottoms. 
Flopping: A bunny who is flopped on his/her side feels safe and content.
Thumping/Stomping: A thump means your rabbit is frightened, mad or trying to tell you that he/she feels there is danger. 
Nose Bumping/Nudging: Your rabbit’s way of saying, "Out of my way, please," or, "Hey, pay attention to me!" 
Lunging: Usually done out of fear or anger. Generally, means stop doing what you are doing and back off.
Teeth Chattering: A rapid, soft chattering sound from the teeth. Generally happens when your rabbit is being patted or cuddled. A very pleasing sound of contentment and trust. 
Teeth Grinding : Louder and slower than teeth chattering, teeth grinding is usually farther apart and often accompanied by other signs of discomfort such as protruding (bulging) eyes, hunched position or uncomfortable position. A sign of illness, fear, nervousness or discomfort. Usually a sign that bunny is ill or in distress. Observation is warranted. 
Grunting: Grunting is your rabbit’s way of expressing displeasure with you. Often simply a rabbit's way of telling you to be careful or leave me alone. Could also be warning/expressing wish for private time; possible tantrum; possible fear; possible sign that something hurts. "Not now, please", "I don't feel so hot" or "This is MY house." Pay attention to posture and body language.
Squeaks: Higher pitched than grunts and usually more rapid; often accompanied by cowering into a corner or running around the house/cage. A definite sign of anxiety, nervousness, and/or fear; may increase if you pick your rabbit up. A quiet and gentle approach is warranted. 
Shrill Scream: This is a sign of intense fear or pain. 
Nipping: Meaning can vary: "Don't do that!", "Hey there...pat me!", "You are in my way. Please move.", "OUCH!”, "I am (sick/hurt), please help." May occur while grooming you or another rabbit. Pay attention to context and body language. If you are holding your rabbit and he/she nips you it generally means I have had enough, please put me down. If you don’t listen, a bite may follow. 
Biting: Biting and nipping are different. A bite will generally draw blood and is done out of anger or fear. 
Playing: Rabbits like to push or toss objects around. They also race around the house, jump on and off the low objects and just generally be silly. Rabbits need this type of playtime on a daily basis. 
Don't touch my stuff: Rabbits often are displeased when you rearrange their enclosure as you clean. They are creatures of habit and when they get things just right, they like them to remain that way. Some rabbits are more particular than others are. Don’t be surprised if the moment you are finished your rabbit comes in and throws things around until it is the way he/she like it.  
Territory Droppings: Droppings that are not in a pile, but are scattered, are signs that this territory   belongs to the rabbit. This will often occur upon entering a new environment and will cease once the rabbit is acclimated to his/her new environment. 

THINKING ABOUT A SECOND RABBIT?

Rabbits are highly social creatures who love the company of others and who bond for life. Your bunny will probably be much happier with a companion, and we encourage anyone considering a second rabbit to do so!  However, strange rabbits will usually fight and can hurt each other badly, so any introductions must be done in neutral territory and by an experienced rabbit person. Consult with your local rabbit rescue group or shelter to arrange some bunny dates for your little one.

Bunny Bonding
Before attempting an introduction, the rabbits should be spayed or neutered, and you should wait for a full two weeks after the surgery before proceeding with the introduction. This delay both ensures proper healing and gives the hormones a chance to dissipate. This delay is especially important with a newly neutered male, as a male bunny can still be fertile for two weeks after fixing. Taking the time, reading up, and waiting for two spayed or neutered rabbits to be introduced will ensure you the best possible chance at a loving, bonded relationship.

Possible Types of Introduction

· Boy and girl: one of the easiest, often fall in love at first sight, but not always 
· Girl and girl: sometimes easy, often fighting 
· Boy and boy: sometimes easy, sometimes difficult, usually fighting at first, but not at all impossible 
· Two babies: extremely easy 
· Three or more rabbits: Difficulty varies, depending on sexes, personalities, and whether or not two of the rabbits are already bonded 
· Baby and adult: Sometimes difficult, but goes well if adult is very tolerant 
· Bringing home a rabbit to an existing rabbit. Much easier if you bring a girl home to a boy than if you bring a rabbit home to a girl. 
· Bringing two rabbits home at the same time. Quite easy, even if they're same sex. Usually the new space is enough to make them become friends quite on their own. 
Possible Scenarios after First Introduction
· Love at first sight. If this occurs, you can try them in the space they're going to live in. If it's still good, then they're fine, you have nothing else to do. 
· Tentative friendship: If this occurs, just watch them when they're together, keep them separate when you're not around, and if no fighting occurs, they'll eventually become friends. 
· Amorous behavior: If the (neutered) male mounts the female, and the female does not mind, then this is usually a sign that the relationship will go well. If she does mind, and runs, it is still not usually a problem. If she minds, and becomes aggressive towards him, then you must prepare for a lengthier introduction period. 
· One chasing, one running. If this occurs, just make sure the one running doesn't fight back and doesn't get hurt. If neither of these things occur, then just watch and wait. If one gets hurt, then separate them and go slower and if one fights back, then you must prepare for a lengthier introduction period. 
· Fighting. When two new rabbits (or, for that matter, two existing rabbits) fight, then you must prepare for a full introduction period.
Playdate Guidelines

· Bunnies must first have play dates in neutral territory where neither of them has been before. As they become comfortable in neutral territory, then they can begin to have play dates in the space they will live in.

· Work with the rabbits for at least 20 minutes per day. Make sure to spend some time with the rabbits in one or more neutral space every day. When you're not actively working with them, they should be apart if they fight when together. If they do not fight, then they can be left alone if you're not working with them, but not when you're not home at all. 
· Every day, try using two different situations, one relatively stressful (like a car ride), followed by one relatively normal (the floor of a new room, the top of the bed). That way, you can try to gradually transition them from strange to normal situations, without them fighting. If you immediately attempt to let them run around on the floor together, without first having taken them for a car ride, they may forget that the space is neutral and fight anyway.
Here are some links to good articles about bonding bunnies:
Bonding When the Going Gets Rough  www.rabbit.org/journal/4-4/tough-bonding.html
FAQ: Bonding Multiple Rabbits  www.rabbit.org/faq/sections/introductions.html

Rabbit Pairs: Playing Matchmaker www.mybunny.org/info/matchmake.htm
Sources: FAQ: Bonding Multiple Rabbits and Rabbit Pairs: Playing Matchmaker
Recommended Reading
Living with a House Rabbit by Linda Dykes and Helen Flack
House Rabbit Handbook by Marinell Harriman

Rabbit Health in the 21st Century by Kathy Smith

Stories Rabbits Tell by Susan E. Davis and Margo DeMello

The Relaxed Rabbit by Chandra Moira Beal

Websites to Visit
The Bunny Basics 



www.TheBunnyBasics.com
The Bunny Basics Forum 


www.TheBunnyBasicsForum.com 

Tranquility Trail Animal Sanctuary

www.TranquilityTrail.org 

House Rabbit Society 



www.rabbit.org 

Bunspace




www.Bunspace.com 

Language of Lagomorphs 


www.language.rabbitspeak.com
Rabbit Medical Info
http://homepage.mac.com/mattocks/morfz/rabrefs.htmls
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List of Edible Fruits and Vegetables


Those listed in bold are high in Vitamin A.  Serve one a day.
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